Changes to the Revised National Policy Statement for Energy
Infrastructure
The below briefly summaries and highlights the key changes to the new National Policy
Statements for Energy.
The key points are as followsA new sub-chapter on Landscape and Visual 5.10 Increased scope - the Overarching NPS for Energy (EN-1) has more direct impact as opposed
to the previously high level EN-1. It is the primary policy document for decision making
where there is no technology-specific NPS, such as carbon capture and storage (CCS),
hydrogen and other forms of novel low carbon generation. EN-1 also makes it clear that it
will be, in conjunction with any relevant technology specific NPS, the primary policy for the
Secretary of State’s Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIP) decision making on
energy infrastructure.
Net Zero compliance - the NPS has been updated to comply with the transition to achieving
net zero by 2050 and establish an urgent need for new renewable energy infrastructure.
Offshore wind - substantial changes have been made to the section of EN-3, which deals
with offshore wind, to support the delivery of the target of 40GW capacity by 2030
alongside provisions to utilise the technology, policy, scientific evidence and best practice
methodologies developed over the past 10 years. In particular, new sections and criteria
have been added on marine planning, co-ordinated offshore transmission, environmental
compensation, environmental net gain, and the 25-year Environment Plan. The section now
also provides greater signalling to industry on considering the need for environmental
compensation prior to application and to consider collaborating with others. EN-5 also
includes updated guidance on the coordination of onshore and offshore electricity
transmission infrastructure associated with offshore wind farms, with particular reference
to the ongoing offshore transmission network review (OTNR). It is acknowledged that the
NPS may need to be further updated in the future to take account of recommendations
from the OTNR.
Assessment principles - greater focus is given to environmental principles, including marine
considerations, and new sections have been provided to cover biodiversity net gain, early
engagement with stakeholders and good design principles. New sections are also included
on the 25-year Environment Plan.
Achieving a diverse generation mix - the need for new coal and oil-fired electricity
production has been struck out, and the future generation mix is confirmed with focus on
low carbon generation and renewable energy infrastructure, alongside CCS and hydrogen
generation. Limited detail has been included on the approach to hydrogen generation (this
is stated to be because the government’s hydrogen strategy has not yet been published but
it was in fact published nearly a month ago). Additionally, the NPS no longer provides

information on onshore wind in recognition of previous changes to the NSIP regime, while
new guidance has been included on pumped hydro storage, solar PV and tidal stream
energy.
Electricity network infrastructure – reference is made to the need to develop robust
electrical infrastructure networks alongside storage and efficient interconnections. Most
significant is the change of policy on burying electricity lines. While overhead cable routes
are presumed for new electricity lines, in National Parks and AONBs, the strong starting
presumption will be that new lines should be underground. Additionally, developers are
being encouraged away from reliance on wayleaves, instead being asked to seek to secure
permanent land rights wherever possible.
Nuclear: Excluded from the review is the NPS covering nuclear power generation (EN-6).
Initial consultation on a review of EN-6 commenced in December 2017 when the
government launched a consultation for a new NPS for nuclear power for 2026-2035 and it
is expected that this will continue on a separate timeline.

NPS1 Relevant alteration for Biodiversity Net Gain
•

The new NPS includes a whole new subchapter (4.5) under chapter 4 of Assessment
principles. (Just one page) Titled Environmental and Biodiversity net gain shown below.

•

Chapter 5, section 5.4.4 under Applicants Assessment. A new subsection encouraging
proposals to consider Biodiversity Net Gain. Shown below.

•

Addition to Biodiversity within Developments subsection 5.4.14- Development
proposals should have opportunities to benefit biodiversity in order to improve
Biodiversity Net Gain.

•

Subsection 5.4.22- Any habitat creation or enhancement delivered for biodiversity
net gain should generally be maintained for a minimum period of 30 years.

NPS1 Relevant alteration for Landscape
•

A new sub-chapter on Landscape and Visual 5.10

This Sub-Chapter highlights the visual effects on the landscape that energy projects will have on the
landscape.

•

Sub-Chapter 4.6- The newly added Criteria for “Good Design” for Energy
Infrastructure

-

Highlights the importance of buildings “fitness for purpose and sustainability”. This is what
“Good Design refers to”.
Applying this “Good Design” to energy projects should produce sustainable infrastructure

-

Under subchapter 5.11- Land Use, Including Open Space, Green Infrastructure, and Green
Belt- There is an addition to what the government policy must ensure in regards to open green
spaces particularly in urban spaces. As highlighted below

NPS-2- General Changes
The Document title has changed from that of National Policy Statement for Fossil Fuel
Electricity Generating Infrastructure to National Policy Statement for Natural Gas Electricity
Generating Infrastructure.
Introduction 1.1
-

Has changed to highlight the continuation of hydrogen/ carbon capture programmes
and explains natural gas will continue to play a role in that.

Sub-chapter 2.4- Impacts of Natural Gas generating stations
Similar to the previous NPS however, explains that the existence of natural gas generating
stations are likely to impact policy on Landscapes and Visual Impacts.

2.6 Landscape and Visual
Report emphasises that the secretary of state should be considerate of the impacts natural
gas plants may have on the Landscape, in particular areas of natural beauty. This is different
from the old emphasis just on Fossil Fuels.

NPS- 3- Renewable Energy Infrastructure
This document has grown significantly in size with over 30 more pages and 2449 changes.
2.33.18 Environmental Net Gain- New sub-section
Very relevant for the LI- Mentions a new 25 year environmental plan.

Note: this section details how the plans are to build windfarms off-shore meaning less of an
impact onshore.

25 Year Environmental Plan
New inclusions of the 25 YEP included in

Pumped Hydro Storage- 2.36.
A new sub-chapter, Pumped Hydro Storage (PHS) used for the storage of electricity rather than
the generation- Helps decarbonise the electricity system by making electricity supply more
renewable and providing greater flexibility to demand. The problem here for members is the impact
that it has on local landscapes; info on that in sub-section 2.36.4 below. Key areas, mountains/ hilly
areas. Shown below.

Limited relevance to members however
2.45 Pumped hydro storage has a new
impacts section on biodiversity shown
here.

2.51 Solar photovoltaic generation impacts: landscape, visual and residential amenity
On top on the generic impacts discussed in 5.10 and the PHS, this is the other onshore energy
production plan that will impact the landscape. Impacts will fall on landscapes on low lying areas.

Solar photovoltaic generation (SPG) will have impacts on construction including traffic and

transport noise and vibration (2.54) Shown below.

