LANDSCAPE CONSULTANT’S SCOPE OF SERVICES 

S3: LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT SERVICES
June 2018
This is the Scope of Service referred to in the foregoing Memorandum of Agreement between the following Client and Landscape Consultant:

	THE PROJECT
	

	SITE ADDRESS
	

	CLIENT
	

	LANDSCAPE CONSULTANT
	



	S3 - 1
	Scope of Services

	01
	Clarify requirements of Client, legislative framework and competent determining authorities (such as planning and statutory environmental bodies), including whether there is a requirement to include the competent authority within the scoping process.  

	02
	Determine whether options are to be considered for comparative assessment of alternative sites and/or proposals.

	03
	Obtain available relevant information from the Client / design team pertaining to the proposals (and alternatives if relevant) pertinent to likely significant impact identification (such as layout, elevations, means of access, road alignments, drainage, utilities, building materials, proposed landscape treatment, lighting, construction method statement).

	04
	Establish with the competent authority the relevant stages to be assessed in respect of the individual project and in cumulative assessment terms e.g. construction, operational and decommissioning stages.  

	05
	Agree methodology and deliverables.

	06
	Agree the full scope of services to be provided by the Landscape Consultant, the fee basis for the services and the programme.  

	07
	Advise the Client of their duties under the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 and carry out the duties of a Designer as defined in the Regulations.

	08
	Obtain agreement to proceed.

	
	

	S3 - 2
	Baseline Studies

	01
	If agreed, contribute to the preparation of the scoping document and participate in scoping discussions with the competent authority and relevant consultees and other parties.

	02
	Deskwork: collate relevant background information concerning the landscape and visual resource, liaise, and carry out consultations. This can include study of designations, planning context, geology, soil, topography, vegetation etc. together with other aspects as they pertain to and are relevant to the study area. 

	03
	Fieldwork: analyse and understand (a) the existing landscape resource (elements, key landscape characteristics, value, quality and predicted evolution); and (b) the visual resource (key visual receptors) together with analysis.  Additional character assessment may be required where published studies at the appropriate scale are either absent, out of date, or are felt to have little relevance.  Fieldwork is also likely to include the identification of representative viewpoints from which to assess the potential visual effects of the proposal.

	04
	Determine sensitivity to change of the existing landscape resource with reference to the type and nature of the development under consideration.

	05
	Determine viewer sensitivity to change from specific representative viewpoints (and visual receptor categories) in the first instance.

	06
	Identify and agree the cumulative baseline.

	07
	Present to the client all written and visual data.

	
	

	S3 - 3
	Identification of Impacts

	01
	Identify predicted impacts on the baseline landscape and visual resource.

	02
	Identify predicted impacts on the cumulative landscape and visual baseline.

	03
	Present to the client all written and visual data.

	
	

	S3 - 4
	Assessment of Effects

	01
	Identify landscape and visual effects through application of the extant Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment.

	02
	Assess the significance of landscape and visual effects.

	03
	Assess the potential cumulative landscape and visual effects.

	
	

	S3 - 5
	Mitigation

	01
	Amend the proposals to mitigate significant adverse effects and, separately, seek where practicable to secure landscape and visual enhancement.

	
	

	S3 - 6
	Stakeholder Engagement

	01
	Agree the stakeholder engagement strategy including all communication and consultation methodologies.

	02
	Prepare material for public meetings/consultations.

	03
	Attend public meetings where appropriate.

	04
	Attend public/stakeholder consultations where appropriate.

	
	

	S3 - 7
	Presentation of Findings

	01
	Prepare and submit drafts to the Client and to the competent authority if appropriate.

	02
	Liaise with other appointed consultants to provide information for incorporation into the wider draft document as required.

	03
	Finalise text and illustrative material for the landscape and visual impact assessment chapter.

	04
	Prepare draft text and illustrative material for inclusion in the non-technical summary.

	05
	Finalise text and illustrative material for the non-technical summary.
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